COLOR INDICATIONS AND CHARTING SYMBOLS DOCUMENT

This color indications and charting symbols document is designed primarily as an educational resource to help dental assistants provide quality oral health services. The information
provided in this color indications and charting symbols document is for reference only and should not be considered inclusive of all proper procedures or excluswe of other
procedures that are reasonably directed to obtaining the same results. This information was obtained from the following source: Modern Dental Assisting, 10" edition, by Doni L. Bird
and Debbie S. Robinson. The DALE Foundation makes no warranty of the accuracy, completeness or timeliness of the information contained in this color indications and charting
symbols document, and shall not be liable for any decision made in reliance on this information.

Dental assistants should recognize that dentists have the sole authority to make decisions regarding oral health diagnoses and treatment. Further, state laws vary with respect to
procedures that may — and may not — be performed by dental assistants. Dental assistants should ensure that their activities are in compliance with relevant state law. Contact
your state's dental board, or go to the State-Specific Information section of the DALE Foundation's website at www.dalefoundation.org or DANB's website at www.danb.org for
information on state laws, rules and regulations related to dental assisting duties.

When completing a patient’s chart, color indications and symbols are used to indicate current condition and restorative services required. Red indicates dentistry
that needs to be performed and blue indicates dentistry that has been completed.

_ _ Amalgam restoration (outlined and filled with red when it needs to be done, blue

when complete)

Composite restoration (outlined in red when it needs to be done, blue when
complete)

done, blue when complete)

P P Porcelain restoration (outlined with a P inside in red or blue, depending on status)

S S Sealant (red or blue S on occlusal surface, depending on status)
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http://www.dalefoundation.org/�
http://www.danb.org/�

Multiple missing teeth Teeth to be extracted

Teeth impacted or All teeth missing
K unerupted
| . g

Tooth with root canal
treatment, apicoectomy,
and silver amalgam
retrofilling

Teeth that are drifting/
mesial inclination

Teeth that are drifting/

distal inclination
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Teeth that need root-canal Tooth with an abcess
therapy

Tooth with a completed
root canal

Tooth with full gold
crown
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Tooth with 3/4 gold > Tooth with an MOD
crown S onlay crown

Tooth with a DO inlay Tooth with a porcelain
crown crown
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. N i Fixed bridge (abutment
E:etg :Z’t[::tzog:ﬁ:z:n S 3/4 gold crown-pontic-full
7 22 % gold-abutment full gold)

Fixed bridge (porcelain

fused to metal abutment- :
pontic-porcelain fused to - ! | Maryland bridge
metal-abutment full gold

crown)

Supernumerary tooth Tooth with a temporary
restoration

Periodontal pocket Overhang on a restoration I
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Food impaction

Decalcification

recurrent decay

Occlusal amalgam
restoration
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Mesio-occluso-distal (MOD)
amalgam restoration with

Open contacts

Heavy Calculus

Occlusal caries

Occlusal composite
restoration




Enamel sealant Distal-occlusal (DO) caries I

Class IV Ml composite

i | V facial carri
restoration Class V facial carries

Class | lingual amalgam ™ ] Class Il M composite
restoration restoration

Gingival recession/ Mobility
furcation involvement - '
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Partial denture

V AAR ‘ Full denture

Fractured tooth or Dental implant
fractured root - .

Rotated tooth & Diastema
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Stainless-steel crown
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